Nancy Lieberman

From the hard courts of Harlem to shaping young athletes & attitudes

“Girls don’t play sports,” admonished Nancy’s mother.

“Why?” asked the incredulous 10-year-old.

“Because ... they don’t!”

Nancy stormed out of the kitchen, then spun around
with her hands on her hips and said, “Well you better get
used to it because I'm going to be the greatest basketball
player ever!”

Of course the Hall of Famer,
three-time All-American, two-

In 1980, after graduating from Old Dominion University,
Nancy moved to Texas to join the Dallas Diamonds, one of 17
teams in the newly formed Women'’s Professional Basketball
League. She was Dallas’ number one draft pick, a darling of
the sport, toast of the town.

“At 23, I was making $100,000 a year. I was a poor kid from
a one-parent family in Queens, New York. Then here I was

practicing three hours a
day, getting a paycheck,

time Olympian, WNBA coach and Nl}; IegaCY “/i” not be fOf ShOOting d bdbketba” working on a book, doing

general manager, and televsion
sports broadcaster can laugh
about that now.

Nancy Lieberman’s rise from
playing on concrete basketball courts in Harlem “where
you had to win to get on and win to stay on” to her illustrious
professional career is inspiring. Record-breaking stats,
awards, acclaim ... all impressive. But what makes Nancy
a standout is that her competitive drive has forever been
surpassed by her private passion. She played basketball
when no one was watching.

My legacy will be for changing peoples lives
and giving people hope.

commercials .. then it’s
like phooof, just kidding.”

The league folded the
nextyear.Other women'’s
leagues tried to form, but likewise failed. She finally joined
the men’s United States Basketball League, playing first with
the Springfield Fame (1986) and then with the Long Island
Knights (1987). She is the only woman to have played in an
all-male league.

It would be ten years before a viable women’s league
formed. In 1997 Nancy was tapped at the age of 39 to play
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